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ONE'S GONE...
93 Main Street
Rockport, Mass.
February 15, 1972
Dean Lay,
On February 13, 1972, I with
drew from the Rhode Island School of
Design, a choice I was forced to
make in as much as I have s pent two
and a half y ears uselessly arguing
with the faculty and administration
to obtain the education I desper
ately wanted and needed, and finally
reached a "dead end." Ever since I
came to RISD, I have b een desperate
ly searching for the art form I was
to specialize in.
I knew
I had an
incredible amount of drive and en
thusiasm, and my aim was to get the
best art education from RISD that I
could possibly obtain.
By my sophomore year, I had to
know what field I was to go into.

Never was I or my classmates exposed
to the different majors in the
school, nor did we have any counsel
ing to advise us as individuals.
I kne w I was strong in d esign, and
I ha d always worked in t hree-dimen
sional art, so I chos e sculpture.
But after having worked in th e de
partment for a semester, I found my
education very narrowed. Drawing
was of little importance in the
major, and I found t he drawing class
to be extremely deadly and uninspir
ing. The sculpture classes, which
stressed technique on an advanced
and professional level, had little
concern for the "thought process."
At the end of the semester, I had
completed about five finished
pieces of work (each taking months
to complete) but had had no educa
tion on the 'ways of thinking and
seeing.' CertainIy making a fin
ished product and learning t he tech
niques are important, but the worth
of either are of no vaIue if th e
ideas are trite or boring!
Therefore, in the six weeks
before second semester, I began
carefully deciding what steps were
needed for me to broaden my educa
tion and get access to classes deal
ing w ith both technique and the
thought process. At the time, I was
taking the wintersession course "Ad
vanced Drawing in Subjective Color
Harmony" (taught by M ahler Ryder
and Mrs. Lamb) and was finding it to
be the most inspiring, learning ex
perience since my freshman year.
This course made me realize even
more how important this kind 6f
learning was in my education. So
I went t o Mr. Peers to discuss the
possibility of my getting either an
independent major or a double major.
(The double major would include
Sculpture and Graphics; the Sculp
ture would offer the technique, and

the Graphics would (hopefully) offer
training in visu al thinking and de
sign).
I was t old that the indepen
dent major was out, and t hat to sign
a statement waying that in my senior
year my final thesis would have to

LIBRARY

prove the absolute validity of my
taking two such opposing majors, or
else I would n ot graduate. The
conference between Mr. Peers and
myself was short, concise, and
(Continued on page 6)

SCHAGHTICOKE
Below is the content of a
letter received from the secretary
or the New England Coastal Schagh
ticoke Indian Association, Inc.,
Princess Necia Hopkins, postmarked
Feb. 15, 1972.
"...But now I have taken up the
fight for my people. Back in 1 969,
I suceeded in bringing together all
ancestors and descendants upon the
Kent Reservation in Ke nt, Connecti
cut, of the Schaghticoke Tribe.

The first such gathering in thirtytiiree year >.

There are 450 acjes of

the reservation left; and the State

is trying to take that.
In 1 970 we
had a Pow Wow - Pow Wows are always
held in October of every year.
We
had t he Pow Wow but with restriction
from the state. We object to having
to get permission to go on our own
ancestors' reservation.
In 1971 w e
were up there, but, we could not
have anything. There was a flyer
that was sent out to everyone in
regards to our Pow Wow that we tried
to have last year, but was lost and
said such things as the following;

The state of Connecticut allow
ed the Schaghticoke to congre
gate on the Kent Reservation
with restrictions such as;
no Indian artifacts will be
allowed on the site; no rituals;
and others equally as sick ( I
lost this flyer and the above
are the only ones I can recall
from it).
The state does not want to recognize
any descendants, and they see that
we have become ambitious. We want to
build a museum on the reservation and
develop it into an Indian campsite;
but the state wants to take it and
make it into a state park, doing away
with all Indian culture there forever.
I am a descendent of Amamda
Parney lelee, a full-blooded Schagnticoke Indian. The Schaghticokes are
from the Kent reservation.
My great,

and rules and to let us have our Pow
Wows just like the other reservations
do.
So, what we would appreciate is
a donation which will go towards pay
ing our lawyer. He is a Wakefield,
Rhode Island lawyer - very good. We
are a small organization and have a
very small amount in our treasury.
We have been back and forth to Hart
ford , Conn, with our lawyers confer
ring with Connecticut officials on
our reservation rights. How we have

-fwo Connect \ cuf State Representatives

who have entered the case and are
helping us. We will be having another
meeting in Hartford in a couple of
weeks from now.

On February 21, 1972, some mem
bers of the United American
Indians of New England along
with two Narragansetts from
Rhode island appeared on a
talkback show on channel 38
in support of the N.E.C.S.I.
A., Inc. to protest the fact
that channel 38 will not re
move the thirty-seven deroga
tory films against the Ameri
can Indians of the "Daniel
Boone" series.
The Flyer says further: " If
you support us, would you kindly
send a telegram to
WSBK Channel 38
83 Leo McBirmingham Hwy.
Brighton, Mass. 02135
We would also a written copy of
your message mailed to:
United American Indians
Box 551
Avon, Mass. 02322"

The other flyer I enclosed is the
work I am doing to do away with the
bad films against the American Indians
appearing in the Daniel Boone series
that are now being shown on T,V.
Channel 6 - New Bedford, Mass. and
Providence - T
.V. station complied
with our request and took the 37 de
rogatory films out. They also let
us put on an all Indian program, first
great grandmother, my grandfather on
my mother's side, were all full-blood of its kind, along the whole eastern
seaboard.
ed Indians. My mother'sIndian and
white - and|
the same.
But now channel 38 - WSKB in
We, the members of the New
Brighton, Mass. (next to Boston line)
England Coastal Schagticoke Indian
is running the same series, but refuses
Assoc., Inc. have had t o hire a
to take these derogatory films out.
lawyer to fight for our rights, and
And are really nasty acting to us:
we are still fighting with the state
they said we are just a puddle be
to do away with these ridiculous ideas side a big ocean - a minority."

cI(hodeGIsland

Women's
Political Caucus Day
Co-ordinating Committee
The policy of the Rhode Island
Women's Political Caucus Day Co
ordinating Committee was announ
ced last night to a meeting of the
Women's Advertising Club of Rhode
Island by Lillian McDaniel, Convenor
of the Liason Task Force of the Co
ordinating Committee.
The Coordinating Committee consists
of a cross section of Rhode Island
women who are working towards a
Caucua Day, March 19th a t Aldrich
Jr. High School in Wa rwick from
11:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. On this day
all Rhode Island w omen are invited to
attend Work Shops and to decide whether
to form a Caucus and to affiliate with
the National Women's Political Caucus.
The purpose being to politically unite
American women and therefore become
a united key vote in The states and
the country.
Lillian McDaniel said that the
Caucus will show that m r representation for women in po litics and policy
is not just a pipe dream of a few.
We feel that women of a I I occupations,
of all races, of all parties, of a I I
ideoIogies need politics to ma ke
themselves heard.
The coordinating
committee is organizing Caucus Day
with speakers and workshops on "issues
and practical politics" to help wo
men of Rhode Island find and realize
their pivotal role in p ublic and

civic affairs and to use it effectivel
Caucus Day itself will be an impres
sive show of women's unity and poten
tial political strength. The theme
being "We will speak for ourselves."
OK. It's 5 con and we're sitting
The purpose of a Caucus, Lillian
here trying to figure out how to fill
McDaniel stated, would be to investi up that big empty space on page 7.
gate the ctirre'nt role of women in the That's what happens when you're too
political process in Rho de Island; to
prolific for four pages and too shortdefine issues of common mutual concern
handed for eight. So you sit down at
to Rhode Island; to discover ways of
a typewriter and start typing out a
makinq the Rhode Island political
bunch of nonsense that probably nobody
structure responsive to women's
is going to read and you're only
issues; to urge women to work to
doing it to fill up space anyhow. But
gether in all political parties to
then you start feeling guilty about
achieve these ends.
wasting all that space and decide that
Jean Whipple of the Ad Club
you better say something worthwhile.
and a member of the Media Workshop of SO, I will.
«
the Caucus Day Coordinating Committee
In our last issue I wrote an art
announced that all media is bei ng
icle in which I proposed that the stu
utilized through public service
dent body call a two-day moratorium
announcements and interviews.
to discuss the future of our school.
Extensive mailings are being plan
Regrettably, I was too tied up since,
ned and meetings and-.'Coffee Hours are
then to pursue my idea with the stu
being held in all parts of Rhode
dent board or anyone else. And I don't
Island to bring the message of Caucus
think that anything would have been
Day to alt'-Rhode Island women so all
done before TAB anyway. But now
women will have a chance to decide on
that TAB is past, I intend to pursue
forming a Rhode Island Women's Poli
it. I thin\ that it is a necessary
tical Caucus. She said that women
thing for this school to do, and, at
who are interested can register at
the present time, the only thing this
Wampanoag Mall March 15th and 16th
school can do.
and
at places to be announced at a
I got very little reaction to.my.
later date; or at Aldrich Jr. High on
proposal. Either few people read'it Caucus Day, March 19th. Registration
or, of those who did read it, few
will be at I I:30 a.m.

thought it worth reacting to. Maybe
it sounded like a dull kind of thing
where<you sit around all day listenning to everyone else bltoh about .
some petty thing or another. Yeah,
if it's done wrong that's exactly
what it could be. But if it's planned
right, it won't be. We could all find
out what we're doing here.

PROPOSAL FOR A PAINTING MATERIALS
AND TECHNIQUES C OURSE TO BE TAUGHT
BY GRACIA MELANSON:
format: lab, elective, independent
study or any other manner of
study.
It would occupy a per
manent space in the school
with#h I I suppIies one wouId
need for
si Iverpoint
metaIpoint
encaustics
single and double prime
casein
watercolors
paper
•
brushes
penpoints
making varnishes
grounds
aery Iic resins
etc.
etc.
With a lock on the door and
intruction in all t he above.
If interested., talk to Gracia Melansor
(Freshman Foundation Bldg).

(Continued on page 7)

'THE RISD RAG, published every other
week at Rhode Island School of Design
and can be reached by addressing all
mail to: THE RISD RAG, RISD Box F-7,
Providence, Rhod^|sland
02903.
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Meetings are held every week on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays in the News
paper's office on the second floor
of Carr House (follow the signs).
Ken, Wendy, Inez, Gordy, Phil, Elly,
Gilbert, 'Kathy*, Anne, George, Wendy.

-rJi.

LETTERS TO
STUDENT VOTER REGISTRATION
REQUIREMENTS
In a personal interview with
Mr Gaetano Lanzi of the Board of
Canvassers I lear ned the following
i terns:

communities to secure absentee bal
lots from the board of canvassers or
town clerk of their home town. (n
this way they will not be disenfran
chised for a year or more when they
to back to their home town to live.
If one registers here once and votes
each year his registration is re
quired only once.
In Mr. Lanzi's

Boy, do we need help. We've
got maybe 3 o
r 4 people putting this
thing together every other week and,
1)
Anyone over 18 years of age and
like, nobody likes staying up all
residing in Rh ode Island f or 12
night doing work. So what we need
months may register to vote.
is pe ople who can type, do paste 2)
He must register 60 days prior
ups, or just run for coffee. We're
to voting in a general election.
opinion, proof of residence here
on the second floor of Carr House
The primary will be September 5-th
could we I I be a lease on a local
(right above the Coffee House).
and t he general election on November apartment other than 10 month
Just follow the signs. We usually
7, 1972.
coI Iege housing.
get there about 8:00 P.M., every
3)
He must not have been regis
Mr Richard Isreal, Attorney
other Tuesday and Wednesday.
tered in any other state for one
General of Rhode Island, wrote an
We wiI I also accept one - timeyear.
opinion which backs up the residency only contributions (we don't want to
4)
His eligibility may be chalrequirement for voters in Rho de
chain anyone down)!
If you' ve got
langed up to the time he actually
Island. He went on to say that
something to say or something you
casts his baI Iot.
voting domicile in Rh ode Island is
want to have published (like a
5)
I f he changes his local address subject to proof. "A prospective
photo, drawing, print, etc,), just
he must correct it with the board
voter must have had an actual place*
leave it or a note in B ox F-7 in
of canvassers at Crty Hall where
of abode in Rhod e Island together
the Mem. Hall Post Office or drop #
registration is done 25 days before
with the intention to maintain this
by.
the election.
mm
place of abode in the city or town
We've also got room to publish'
and state for an indefinite period
announcements of upcoming events and
Mr. Lanzi said he urged a I I
in th e future in order to establish
any copy that might go along with
students who have roots in other
his residency."
them.
* *

ICE CREAM

Gordon

If any body has any questions
about anythinq , drop in and a sk us.
We'I I be gl ad to he I p.

Recently, th^er-Carr Hous e Coffee
House made a new innovation by ad
ding ice-cream to the number of
things they offer. Well, at first,
it was a big s uccess - everybody
loved B askin and Robbins ice-cream.
But, the day soon came when RISD
students didn't appreciate the good
thing they had. Many began to com
plain that the prices were too high
and said they wouldn't buy it any
more untiI t he prices came down.
Well, they did. At the same time
they also had to bring the quality
of the ice-cream down because they
could no longer afford to buy
Baskin and Robbins. And now stu
dents complain because they don't
like the ice-cream being offered,
so they don't buy it.
And n ow, it
looks like we may lose the ice-cream
part of the Coffee House for good.
That's the thanks some poor slob
gets for trying to make things
better. What RISD students don't
realize is that no where in all of
Providence can they get ice-cream
at the rates being offered in th e
Carr House. So it looks like we'll
go back to being exploited by some
little eating place which is five
miles out of the way and where it is
a project just to qet a dish of
ice-cream.
I don't think that's
what anybody wants, but if thin gs
keeD up the way they are - that's
what you're going to get.
George Santos

Editor's NoteThe word from the- Coffee House
people is that it won't he discon
tinued. Most of what he said in
the tetter is true hut apparently3
the ice-cream phase has leveled off
to it's present status.

Photograph by Dave Fridberg

cS^NOcTHcERj ONE'S QONE...
(Continued from page I)
he had little concern for my ambi
tions as an artist. And since th'ese
was noone else to turn to on the
matter, I chose to just go \ rvto '•
Graphics rather than sign such a

threatening paper.
In switching majors, I was
never told or advised as to what I
would be taking in ord er to make up
for the semester I spent in Sc ulp
ture.
I was just sent down to the
secretary during registration and
was given a Iist of requirements:
5 studios and a liberal arts course.
Thfs seemed rather extreme to me,
but when I asked about it, the sec
retary merely said it was required
and left it at that. The minimum
hours spent on just one studio
course alone is fifteen hours of
outside work
week.
It wa s impos
sible to do that much work in every
course with such a schedule, and if
a student wants to expand his ideas
on any one project, that was totally
out of the questiop. However, with
no other alternative, I spent the
semester contunually working until
the late hours of t he night unti i i
was physically exhausted, but was
unable to do an exceptional job in
all the courses as I simply did not
have enough time. And o nce again,
at the end of the semester, I re
evaluated my work and carefully ex
amined the courses to see which ones
had t aught me the most. The graph
ics courses dealt with design to a
degree, but strictly from a commer,cial oriented point of view. What
I needed
was drawing and design
from a Fine Art's point of view,
especially since this was the first
time I had con tinually worked in
two-dimensional art. My besT edu
cation was obtained from Mahler
Ryder's class where we were con
tinual ly pushe d into discovering
unusual ways of solving problems,
dealing with design, the thought
process, and t he final solution.
If

I had been given more time to wo r''
on his problems alone, rather than
being compelled to take so many
"requirement" courses, I would have

learned much" more.

So over the summer of 1971, I
^^efufly tried to decide how to go
9DOU + getting just the courses that
were crucial for my growth as an
artist.
I am a Fine artist and
found Graphics too far from that
vein of thinking;
it didn't deal
enough with the aesthetic element
of design. The only solution to my
problem was to obtain an indepen
dent major for my last two years at
RISD.
If I could do that, I knew
I would
be able to pursue my edu
cation on my own once I had gr ad
uated.
I would have had the ne
cessary elements. Therefore, I
wrote to Mahler Ryder and asked
him to sponsor me in an independent
major, which he agreed to do. And I
went down to the school several
times to discuss this with the
administration at the end of t he
summer. But I found noone would
Iisten to me. Finally, Mr. Sgouros
stopped long en ough to allow me to
blurt out my request, and his res
ponse was this: "(I) There is no
such thing as an independent major
at RISD" (which I later found o ut
was not true) and he said Mahler
Ryder had " no right to teI I me such
things;" (2) that people wanting
independent majors were just dabb
lers in ar t, and (3) that if I
couldn't find a major that would
satisfy my needs than I probab ly
didn't even belong in the school!
Mr. Sgouros had never even seen my
work, nor knew my name.
So as a last resort (since I
couldn't get in touch with Mr.
Ryder until after registration) I
went into Printmaking, and even that
was uncertain. The Printmaking De
partment said that if I did well the
first semester I would be allowed t o
remain the second semester. But

%

then they left me on my own, and
with every studio course being only
two credits, I was forced to or.ce
again take FIVE studio courses
just to remain in the school! How
is a person to do good work if h e
doesn't have the time to pursue any
one problem? All the classes were
over-crowded and as a consequence
the teachers didn't have much time
to give crits. And once again, as
I found in Sc ulpture, they only dealt
with the technique, and not creative
significance or quality. The most
valuable crits I received were from
Mahler Ryder and Harry Beckwith who
judged student work in terms of
both thought process and technique,
not to mention the sincere concern
they displayed f or each student's
ambitions and needs.
Had I remained at RISD, I would
have been forced to take five studio
courses EVERY semester, many or
which would have been useless to me.
I would have loved t o pursue silkscreen and then to have taken an
inspiring drawing course and a
problem thinking course to serve as
a foundation, but there was no way
that could have been done, while
remaining in a departmental major.
I am not condemning the school, but
I wish it could have dealt more with
the individual rafher than the stu
dent as a categorical specimen.
Academic counselors, who are trained
just for this job (rather than
teachers who can't possibly have
the time to perform this function),
would be a great help to almost
every student. All I needed
was
someone who would listen and realizewhat an absurd situation I was
forced into. But there is n o such
person at RISD and therefore I had
to leave to obtain the education
the school deprived me of.
Sincerely yours,
Wendy SeIler

I

(Continued from page 2)
Maybe I'm wrong. Maybe everyone
knows exactly what their department
is all about3 and what's going on in
their particular field of interest.
In which case I've got something
else to bug people with. Why is
there such a lack.of interest in
almost everything that happens around
here. Before TAB I heard a lot of
people complain about the cost3 the
programs3 and just TAB in general.
Well3 all the complaining in the
world isn't going to change one damn
thing. The only way to get things
done your way is to get in there and
get involved in what you're trying .
to change.
I know this all sounds kind of
trite and ally but it's the truth.
I suggest that next year3 if the bur
den of work necessary for TAB to hap
pen falls on as few people as it did
this year3 we should drop the whole
thing. Don't get the mistaken idea
that I was one of the few3 and I'm
bitter about it. I wasn't ones but
some of the people I know were. And
they worked hard. I did my best to
help them. I've got a clear mind .
about it; do you?
KPHJr
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FREE FRENCH FRIES
with the purchase of One Super Sheik or.King Kong
Visit tne All New and Moat Exciting Restaurant on the East Side
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258 -THAYER ST., PROVIDENCE. R. I.

,

(next to Avon Theatre)
tJ

S-AjL.

"f®
fyrVi)

(L^xc/^

BRING THIS COUPON TO SUPER SHEIK
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